IN THE INTERNATIONAL

David lvon Jones

It is with the greatest sorrow that we have to record the
loss of Comrade David Ivon Jones who died recently in a sana-
torium in the Crimea. Although taken from us when scarcely in
his prime, Comrade Jones leaves behind him a career of valuable

- service to the revolutionary labour movement and the Commu-
nist International. .

Born of working class parents in a Welsh village he
started life as wage-earner at the age of thirteen. At the age
of nineteen he emigrated to New Zealand where he remained
four years working for the most time as an agricultural labourer.
In 1906 Comrade Jones arrived in” South Africa and here he
threw himself whole-heartedly into the labour movement, devo-
ting close study to the revolutionary labour movement and to
Marxist theory as- well as actively participating in the labour
struggles and in general working class activity. In the severe
struggles which took place in 1912 and 1913 Comrade Jones
took a leading part. In 1014 he was elected as general secretary
to the Labour Party and the outbreak of the world-war ' found
nim among the few who set their face determinedly against it,
as a result of which the chauvinists elements forced him from
the leadership of the party which led to a split. Throughout
the war Comrade Jones remained true to revolutionary prin-
ciples in the face ot all opposition and persecution. During this
period he helped to found what was known as the International
Socialist League and became editor of its paper “The Inter-
national”.

When the Communist International was founded in 1919
Jones was among the first to give it his allegiance and to
urge that the.South African workers became afiiliated thereto.
In 1921 he arrived in Moscow as delegate to the 1II. World Con-
greé and since that time remained in Russia where he devoted
his time to the study of international questions and was a’con-
stant contributor to the press of the British sections of the
Comintern. The article from his pen in the current number of
our English brother organ “The Communist Review” shows to
what good purpose he was able to put the results of his study
of the early history of the Bolshevist Party and the struggle
waged by Lenin against all deviations.

The Comintern, and in particular the British sections, will
deeply feel the loss sustained in the early death of this comrade,
while his life will atford a splendid example. of earnest and
untiring service to the cause of Communism.



